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How unſcarchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! Pavur. 
All ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers; children that * 


are corrupters, that have forſaken the Lord. Is Alan. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


Tun Author of the following plain Diſcourſes begs 


leave to inform thoſe into whoſe hands they may fall, 


that at the time of their delivery, he had not the moſt 
diſtant idea of their ever appearing before the public.— 


They were offered to the attention of thoſe who ſtatedly 


attend upon his miniſtry, in the ordinary courſe of his 


labours ; but the notion of becoming an author had not 
entered his mind at the time theſe ſermons wers 


preached. 


It has however been his misfortune to fall under the 
old hackneyed cenſure of being A Mover of Sedition,” 
and as the charge was brought /o/ely on the ground of 
theſe obnoxious performances, he publiſhes them in his 
own juſtification; but believes it will require greater 
penetration than the Witch of Endor ever poſſeſſed to 
find out the ſeditious parts. 


5 He 


E 


He has no idea that he has any talents for writing, 5 
which are at all likely to engage the attention of the 
public ; and if any of his friends think he has done 


wrong in adopting this method of replying to calumny, 
he has only to ſay that, if they will forgive him this once, 


it is highly probable he will never do fo any more. 


— 


The 
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a 
'F | The M [yftery of Providence and Grace: 
1 | 4, t £ 
SERMON, &c 
ISAIAH XLV. VER. I 3 | 


VERILY THOU ART A GOD THAT HIDEST THYSELF, 0 
GOD OF ISRAEL THE SAVIOUR, 


= ſcriptures when celebrating the praiſes of. the 
Lord, ſay, Who is like unto thee, O Lord? glorious 
in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders? ?.” Not 
only the things which he performs in the kingdoms of 
his providence and grace, are wonderful in themſelves ; 
burt he accompliſhes his vaſt deſigns in a manner, and 
by means, which very ſtrikingly illuſtrate his ſove- 
reignty.—< The race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle 
to the ſtrong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet 
riches to men of underſtanding.” If the Midianites 
are © like graſhoppers for multitude ©,” when they con- 
tend with the inferior numbers of Sued the Lord, in- 
ſtead of increaſing, diminiſhes the number of his army; 
and by means which no human mind would have con- ; 
ceived, they obtain a complete victory over © the Midi- 


* Exod. xv. 11. Eetleſ. ix. 11. © Tulges vii. 
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C43 
anites, and the Amalckites, and all the children of the 
eaſt.” In the conduct of his grace the Bible gives us 


very repeated inſtances of his moſt unſpeakable favours 


being beſtowed, where it was not poſſible for human 


merit ſo much as to be thought of. In ſhort, the 


hiſtory of the world, and of the human race, together 
with the long chain of events which have happened 
from the creation down to the preſent day, have all con- 
tributed, in ſome view or other, to illuſtrate the aſſer- 
tion in the text, Venly thou art a God that hideſt 
thyſelf. 

Ide verſes with which the paſſage ſtands connected, 
ſpeak of the deliverance of the Jews by Cyrus from 
their thraldom in Babylon.—Tfaiah encourages them 
while in captivity, to make inquiry concerning the 
Hue of their troubles—he leads them to a dependence 
upon omnipotence, in oppoſition to all the diſcourage- 
ments pecuhar to their ſituation ; aſſuring them that 
liberty ſhall be proclaimed on their behalf, that every 
neceſſary proviſion ſhall be made for them in their re- 
turn to Jeruſalem, and that to crown the whole, num- 
bers ſhall be converted from the folly of heatheniſm, to 
the worſhip of the God of Iſracl. Each of theſe par- 


ticulars will be found by conſulting a few of the preced- 


ing verſes. The text 1s a pious reflection made by the 


prophet, upon his being directed to ſay theſe things to 


the people. 
We may ſuppoſe him ſtruck with the diſtreſſes they 


would then feel; and while he thinks how improbable 


their deliverance would appear to many of them, his 
mind is imperceptibly led to contemplate the myſteri- 
ous ways of the Lord, who is nevertheleſs always faith- 

3 | fa 
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fal and kind; and under the impreſtion of this idea, he 


exclaims, © Verily thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, 
O God of Iſrael the Saviour.“ 

The prophet does not in this paſſage profeſſedly ſpeak 
of the inviſibility of the Almighty (though the ſcrip- 
tures elſewhere inform us, that “ No man hath ſeen 


God at any time ), but of the impenetrable thade 1 in 


which his ways are concealed. 
I ſhall not upon this occaſion divide the text into 
arts, but ſhall endeavour in the preſent diſcourſe, to 
eſtabliſh one entire propoſition z namely, Ther tbough 
there are intricacies in the diſpenſations of the Lord towards 
his people, he is ever a God of faithfulneſs, and will be their 
deliverer.—“ Verily thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, 
O God of Iſrael the Saviour.“ In confirming you in 
this doctrine, I ſhall ſpeak of ſome parts of the con- 
duct of his providence, and of ſome of the methods of his 


grace, And 


| Y 
FirsT, in his providential conduct, we ſay, that 
his ways are incompreverfivie ; but to them that fear him 


always beneficent and kind. We take up the language 
of the ' pſalmiſt and ſay, Clouds and darkneſs are 


round about him: righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
habitation of his throne e.“ | 

(I.) The part of the ſubject we at preſent attend to, 
may be illuſtrated from what we know " Pamen 
bodies of men collectively, and from what we know of 
individuals. Suppoſe we advert for a moment to the 
hapleſs ſtate of the Iraelites during their hard ſervitude 


in Egypt. The ſacred ſtory informs us of the unparal- 


John ie $#- e Pſal. xcvii. 2. 
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6 
teled ſeverity with which their ſervices were unfeél? 
ingly impoſed upon them; for © they ſet over them 


„„ 


taſk-maſters to afflict them with their burdens. And” 


the Egyptians made the children of Iſrael ro ſerve 
with rigour. And they made their lives bitter with | 
hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all man- 
ner of ſervice in the field: all their ſervice wherein 
they made them to ſerve was with rigour ',”—By an in- 
fernal mandate from the king, all their ods infants are 
to be put to death; the full tale of bricks is required 
without the means of producing them, and becauſe 
they do not perform impoſſibilities, they are charged 
with idleneſs, and unmercifully beatens. Unhappy 
men! what were the feelings of your hearts now? 
Even at this diſtance of time and place we feel emo- 
tions of ſympathy for you, and joyfully congratulate 
vou upon your arrival where you © hear not the voice 


of the oppreflor®.” In the day of their diftref, | 


Moſes, like a benevolent man, endeavoured by what 
he could ſay, to alleviate their ſorrows ; but, ſuch were = 
their pungent feelings, © They hearkened not unto * 
Moſes for anguith of ſpirit, and for eruel bondage \.” 1 


But here a queſtion ariſes. Are the complicated F 
fufferings which the Ifraelites now endure, conſiſtent 63 
with the promiſe made to Abraham? Did not the? 
Lord fay to him, © I will eſtabliſh my covenant be- 1 
tween me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, in their 1 
generations, for an everlaſting covenant; to be a God 
unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee*?” I ſay, do the 
preſent afflictions, of which they complain, comport 


f Exod. i. 11—13, 14 * Exod. chap. v. job iii, 18. 
i Exod. vi. 9. * Gen. xvii. 7. N 
with 


Hm * 
with the idea of this people being unto the Lord e a 
peculiar treaſure above all people ?” To confine our- 
ſelves to this particular view of their ſituation would be 
partial and improper. We muſt extend our ideas, and 
take into the account all the circumſtances collectively ; 
and then we ſhall ſee that the Lord did but © hide him- 
ſelf” for a ſeaſon; but that he afterwards appeared in 
the character of the * God of Iſrael the Saviour.” 
When they leave this © houſe of bondage,” Pharaoh 
with his army purſues them, ſo that whether they look 
forward, or backward, it is only to contemplate death 
in a different form. © And they were fore afraid, and 
cried unto the Lord.“ 
Now is the time when the 1 appears in the 
- charabiny of their deliverer. The plain account which 
; Moſes gives us of the intereſting event' is this? © The 
| Lord cauſed the ſea to go back by a ſtrong eaſt wind 
[i all that night, and the waters were divided. And the 
children of Iſrael went into the midſt of the fea upon 
the dry ground ; and the waters were a wall unto them 
1 bon their right hand, and on their left. And th. 
7 Egyptians purſued and went in after them to the midſt 
of the ſea; and the waters returned. and covered che 
chariots, and the horſemen, and all the ho® of Pharach 


>} Pha 
hat came into the fea after them; there remained: not 
ſo much as one of them. The Iſraclites eſcane ſafe 
to the oppoſite ſhore, — are ſurpriſed beyond the force 
of words, at the power, condeſcenſion, and goodneſs of 
Him who had fo long concealed himfce! if from them; 


and now, with the moit devout emotions of gratitude, 


D'S 6 


1 Exod. xiv. 10. m Exod. xiv. 21; 22, 23, 28. 


they | 
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17 they rend the air with 9h praiſes ; while they ling as 
| = with one voice, The Lord is my ſtrength and my 
1 ſong, and he is become my falvation. Thy right hand, 
| O Lord, is become glorious in power, thy right hand, 
2 = O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy. Thou haſt 
| guided thy people in thy ſtrength. The Lord ſhall 
reign for ever and ever®.” Now they underſtand that 
though he © hideth himſelf” he is © the God of Iſrael 
the are » and the recolleftion of their former 
troubles, now only ſerves to heighten the happineſs of 
this triumphant day. 
But we need not recur to dates, or places, ſo remote, 
1 for the illuſtration of our propoſition. —A- great variety 
of circumſtances which have occurred in our own 
| country, and with which many of you are familiar, ex- 
| emplify the ſame thing. I mention two inſtances of 
io late date, not foreign to our purpoſe. — The firſt is that 
4 Vhich refers to the perſecution of the Proteſtants by the N 
Papiſts. So recently as the middle of the fixteenth . 
century, did they ſeverely, feel the cruelty of bigotry 1 
and ſuperſtition. Thovoh, Mary reigned little more 
than five years, the horrid cruelties of which ſhe was 
guilty, would require volumes to particularize. In the 
ſpace of about three years, not many leſs than three — 
hundred perſons were burnt alive in this kingdom, be- 
caũſe they could not renounce the ule of their reaſon. 
The other inſtance to which I refer is the ſtate of 
the Diſſenters under the reign of Charles the Second, 
Who were 1 by the eſtabliſhment with great 
. Heverity. Several acts of parliament were levelled | 
directly againſt them, and © great numbers of them 18 
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ce ſuffered the moſt extreme hardſhips, in being fined, 

&* plundered, driven from their families, and impriſoned. 

« Their loſs in their trades and eſtates in the ſpace of 

| « three years is computed at 7wwo millions; and eight - 

:  rhouſond are ſaid to have periſhed in priſon during the 
ce reign of this prince.“ 

In both theſe inſtances God hid himſelf from theſe 
people: but he had deliverance in ſtore for them, 
which was to them as life from the dead; and no doubt 

they uſed ſomething like the language of the text: 
ce Verily thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, O God of 
Iſrael the Saviour.” While I mention theſe things, I am 
reminded of what has happened in America. Many of 
you have in perfect recollection the unhappy difference 
which a few years. ago took place between this and that 
| country. You know we ſent an armed force to bring 
E. them to a kind of unlimited fubmiſion. Then it was 
dluhat their riſing villages, towns, and cities, were plun- 
dered and deſtroyed; and many chouſands of the people 
fell by the ſword and other inſtruments of death. The 
apology offered as an excuſe for theſe dnn ngs was, that 
of Britain being the © mother country; > but there were 
N ſome who thought it was not a very nature circum- 
4 ſtance for a Mother thus to deſtroy her children. 
This was a time of great diſtreſs to the American 
eolonies, a time when the Lord hid himſfelf from them. 
But by theſe very things (painful as they were) the 
Great Diſpoſer of Events means to raiſe tliat country to 
a height of happineſs of which it was incapable while 
it remained in a ſtate of dependence upon this iſland. 
America will, after all, be enviable among the nations: 
and does not this prove that, ch Lord hath his 
n | way 


* 
— : — 


— — r A G — PR. 
, <A <A> ar GEES 


+ 
q 
. 


1 
| 
3 
1 
13 
4 
[ 
1 
þ ; 
| 


- So 5 2 9 8 3 
* 2. — 


E 
way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm e?“ And do 
not we ſee from hence that though he is © a God that 
hideth himſelf,” he is nevertheleſs © the God of Iſrael,” 
and © the Saviour” of his people? 


(2.) But our text may alſo be illuſtrated by DER we 


know of the hiſtory of individuals.—Moſt of you are 
acquainted with the outlines of the life of Joſeph. 
Though he was a good man, whoſe virtues ſecured the 
love of his pious father, yet © his brethren” (being filled 


with envy) © hated him, and could not ſpeak peaceably 
unto him v. To ſuch a height did their ill-will ariſe, 


that they even concerted a plan for imbrueing their hands 
in their brother's blood. —< And they ſaid one to another, 
Let us ſlay him, and caſt him into ſome pit; and we will 
ſay, Some evil beaſt hath devoured him 4.” Though 
his life was ſpared he was moſt cruelly inſulted by them; 
and their unfeeling hearts permitted them to fell him 


for money, as a ſlave, to a company of © iron-hearted” 


merchants, who happened to be paſſing by at the mo- 


ment they were triumphing over their brother's diſtreſs; 


And now he is carried as an exile from his native coun- 
try into the land of Egypt, not knowing what ſhall 


befall him there. For a moment a ray of hope promiſes 


to gild the gloomy ſcene; but his expectations are only 
raiſed that his afflictions may fall upon him with re- 
doubled weight. A wicked accuſation from his miſ- 


treſs, joined ich the credulity and weakneſs of his 


maſter, conſpire together to throw him into priſon. 


When his deliverance appeared probable, he was diſap- 


pointed, for you know © the chief butler did not re- 
member Joſeph, but forgat him.“ 


Nahum i. 3. P Gen. xxxvii. 4. 4 ver. 19, 20, Gen. xl. 23. 


But 


5 
But if Joſeph was indeed a good man, wherefore wers 
theſe complicated evils permitted thus to aſſail him ?— 
Perhaps for the very ſame purpoſes that Iſrael was ap- 


pointed to wander in the wilderneſs: „To humble him, 


and to prove him, to know what was in his N whether 
he would keep God's commandments or no. 

Notwithſtanding the Lord at preſent hides himſelf, 
ſtill he 1s © with Joſeph,” and «© when he is tried he 
comes forth as gold*.” The kindneſs of Providence 
afterwards raiſes him next the throne ; he lives to em- 
brace his father and brethren; amply ſupplies their wants 
in a day of exquilite diſtreſs ; and thus at an early period 
of time did he anticipate the amiable ſpirit of Chriſtiani- 


ty, which enjoins upon its proteflors—< If thine enemy 


hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink.“ 
When the good man came ſeriouſly to reflect upon 


what had taken place, under the influence of wiſdom 


and piety, he ſays to Þis brethren, « It was not you 
that ſent me hither, but God. You thought evil againſt 


me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pals, as 


it is this day, to ſave much people alive”.” And thus* 
we ſee, that though the Lord hideth himſelf, he is the 
God of Iſrael the Saviour.“ 

If we were to attend to the life of Moſes, it would 
furniſh us with a variety of circumſtances which, when 
compared with each other, would afford ample matter 
for the elucidation of our ſubject. When he was born, 
you know it was not lawful that he ſhould be permitted 
to live, for © Pharaoh charged all his people, faying, 
Every ſon” (of the Hebrews) © that is born, ye ſhall 


£ Deut. vii. 2. t Job. xxiii. 10. v Rom. xii. 20. 
* Gen. xlv. 8, and ch, 1. 20. 


calt _ 


( 14 ) 
caſt into the river. His mother however contrived to 
conceal him three months; but at the expiration of 
that ſpace, there were circumſtances which convinced 
her that the concealment could not be much longer 
practicable. The tender folicitude of a mother, united N 
with a little ingenuity and addreſs, led her to forma ; 
plan for the preſcrvation of his life; and the ſcheme ; 
ſucceeded beyond her moſt ſanguine expectations. 
Though the child is preſerved, when he arrives at man- 
hood we ſee him in the moſt imminent danger; for the 
facred hiſtory tells us that “ Pharaoh ſought to flay 

| Moſes, but Moſes fled from the face of eee and 
dwelt in the land of Midian ).“ Is it at all likely, from 
preſent appearances, that this man ſhall be the deliverer 
of Iſrael? By no means. But the Almighty has or- 
dained it; for this purpoſe was he born, and though 
There are many devices in a man's heart; neverthe- 
leſs the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand *.” 
J might allo mention Job, Daniel, Shadrach, Me- 
Mach, and Abednego; and call your attention to the 
Wonderful phenomena which they ſaw; and at each 
ſucceſſive ſcene you would feel yourſelves diſpoſed to 
fay, „ the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God! How unſearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways paſt finding out! But I muſt not 
multiply inſtances. — You yourſelves know that nothing 
could be eaſier than an addition to this kind of catalogue; 
however I venture, while purſuing this part of our ſub- 
ject, to mention the name of the late Dr. Franklin, 
whoſe life was ene of the moſt eventful] which this, 
century has produced. When a boy we find him in 


25 p 


*Exod.i. 22. „ Exod. ii, be, © Pry; wit 21+  *ROMW: Xt» 33-- 


the 


n — 


8 1 
* 
3 
3 
* 
«0 
S 2 
* 
IS 

4 
RS 
358 
= 

* 
HB "Xo 


„ 
e 


.. 
* 


em, 


he character of a run away apprentice, wandering from 


Boſton to Philadelphia; roving about the ſtreets "there, 


unknown to an individual; dining in the open air upon 


a piece of bread only: in ſhort he was in a ſituation not 
very remote from vagrancy. When he arrives at man- 
hood we meet with him in London, where he is employed 
as a journeyman printer; he 1s in a ſtate of inſolvency, 


and falls into the common imprudencies incident to 


youth. 


Who could poſſibly have ſuppoſed that in future life 
he would negotiate the affairs of nations? Who would 
have thought that philoſopliy was to receive important 
improvements from him, or that he would raiſe ſeveral 
r of ſcience to degrees of celebrity which they 
never knew before? Was there any thing which ren- 


dered it at all probable that this man ſhould become the 


founder of colleges? The author of moral maxims? 
That he ſhould be looked up to by different nations as 
an oracle, in which was treaſured up as in a focus the 
light which is neceſſary to the knowledge of the world, 


of governments, and every uſeful branch of erudition ? 


But ſuch were the facts; and while we conſider them 
we feel our minds impreſſed with this ſentiment: 
« Verily thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf.” 

But have not we ourſelves experienced many things 
in providence, which have been ſo many illuſtrations of 
the text? We have ſtruggled with difficulties which 
we thought ſevere ; but which have terminated fo ad- 
vantageouſly as to excite our ſincereſt gratitude, and 
under its influence we have faid, © It is good for me 


that! have been afflictedb.“ It has ſometimes happened 
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that we . earneſtly deſired the poſſeſſion of things 
which we have afterwards ſeen would have been to our 

_ detriment, and we have been thankful that we never 
obtained them. When we have been in diſtreſs, we 
have been relieved from quarters and at ſeaſons when : 
we leaſt expected it; we have been ſtruck with the 4 
Kindneſs of a ſuperintending Providence, and thus“ The ; 
Lord openeth the ears of men, and ſealeth their inſtruc- 

1 tion 

1 LE G. d. The 8 profperity of the wicked, and ad- 

4 veriity of the rightcous, are circumſtances in which the- 

1 | Lord appears to nds himſelf as much as in any thing we 
can mention. Thus is a ſubject in which the prophet. 
pevengal | aw areat difficulties; faid he, © Righteous 
art thou, O | ood; when I plead with thee; yet let me 
talk with thee of thy judgments ; wherefore doth the- 
way of the wicked proſper? wherefore are all they 
happy that deal very treacherouſly* ?” But to what- 

ever height theſe things may ariſe, let us never loſe 
fight LF the infinite wiſdom and tender compaſſion of 

„ | 1 him, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all; and when we are 

4 called to tread upon the thorn of adverſity, or to water 
ö | our way with tears, let us believe that, “ Like as a 

father pitieth his children; ſo the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him; that © He knoweth our frame, and re- 

1 membereth that we are dult*,” Though our bodily 

1 afflictions may be many, our name caſt out as evil, our 
q fears unſpeakable, our poverty as extreme as that of 

Lazarus when he lay upon the dunghill; yer, yet, if 

heaven is our portion at laſt, we ſhall then ſee the force 
of this ſacred paſſage, and with adoration before the 


© Job, umi. 16, © Jer, Xii. . Pf. enn. 13. 14. 
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eternal have, exultingly ſay, © Verily thou art a God 
that hideſt thyſelf, O God of Iſrael the Saviour.” 


But it is time that we attend to the : 

SeconD general Branch of our diſcourſe; which is, 
that in the diſpenſation of his grace, he alſo conceals 
his deſigns; but 1s nevertheleſs a covenant- keeping 


God, and the Saviour of his people. 


In all the various exerciſes of grace, from the firſt 


intimations of it after the Fall, to the glorification of the 
church in heaven, we ſhall ſee the divine conduct aw- 


fully obſcure, and intinitely above human intelligence. 
(1.) I take notice of the permiſſion of the entrance of 
fin into our world, as a circumſtance which will illuſtrate 


the idea I with to convey. When that mournful event 
took place, every thing wore the appearance of i Irrepay 


rable deſtruction. 


Earth felt the wound - and Nature from her ſeat, 
„ Sighing through all her works, gave ſigns of woe 


, That all was loſt.” 


A voice like thunder, from the Almighty, faid, 
Adam, Where art thou'?” In equally alarming 
accents, © The Lord God ſaid unto the woman, What 
is this that thou haſt done?“ And the very affecting 
ſentence was, © Curſed is the ground for thy ſake; in 
ſorrow ſhalt thou cat of it all the days of thy life. 
Thorns and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee. Duſt 
thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return.” And to 


confirm the whole, The Lord drove out the man; 


and he placed at the eaſt end of the garden of Eden, 


Gen. iti, 9, & c. | 
Fr 


„ 
cherubims and a flaming iword which turned every way, 
to keep the way of the tree of life. 


Ti But he © who doeth great things paſt finding out, 
1 and wonders without number“; permits theſe things to 
= come to paſs for the difplay of the unſearchable riches 
4 of his grace. By theſe very things that apoſtate ſpirit, 
** who dared to make war with the Monarch of the Skies, 
=_ - is to be confounded and abaſed. Though this day of 
* dread portends nothing but defolation, che final iſſue 
if : ſhall be that, of man bei ing raiſed to heights which 
19 ſhall infinicely ſurpaſs his primeval ſtate ; and his happi- 
1 nels ſhall be inconccivably more ſublime, than it even 
1 was when God pronounced him “ very good.” | 
I The glory of the everlaſting Jebovah ſhall hereby be 
F exalted in the excrcife of his mercy, and angels and men 
1 : ſhall adore, while they confeſs that, © The great, the 
'ff mighty God, the Lord of hoſts, is great in counſel, and | 
| | mighty in work. Theic things were taught, (though F 
1 ſomewhat obſcurely „) immediately after the tranſgreſſion 5 
| 1 of our firſt parents; when the Lord faid unto the ſer- 
1 pent, © The feed of the woman ſhall bruiſe thy head.“ 1 0 
5 But the apoſtle of the Gentiles, to whom the ſubject 5 
* was familiar, ſpeaks plainly, and ſays, Where ſin FD 
7 N abounded, grace did much more abound; that as fin | 
| 'F hath Nienct unto death, even ſo might grace reign, A 
1 ö through righteouſneſs, unto eternal be” by Jeſus Chriſt T 
| | our Lord . 3 
0 E. The h don of the Son of God, is a ſub- 7 
1 ject that will afford additional evidence in ſupport of 15 
1 the doctrine contained in the text. As he was to be : 
9 8 Job ix. 10. h Ter Xxxii. 18, 19. i Gen. iii. 15. ö 
Þ | * Rom, v. 20, 21. 
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employed in the infrution of mankind, and to teach 
things, the knowledge of which is eſſential to the preſent, 
and eternal felicity of the human race; we perhaps ſhould 
have thought it neceſſary that he ſhould have been plac- 


1 


ed upon the pinnacle of worldly greatneſs, in order to 


ſecure the attention, and command the reſpect of 
thoſe to whom his precepts were to be addreiied. But 


the Almighty in this, as in ten thouſand inſtances beſide, 
has taught us that his ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts. The Saviour of ſinners is 
born in obſcurity, through lite poverty 1s his conſtant 
companion, and he 1s ſcarcely even known to any who 
walk in the higher circles of ſociety. When he begins 
the work of his miniſtry he 1s calumniated as one that 
ce deceiveth the people ';” in proceſs of time they ſay 
« he is mad”;” and at laſt he is condemned and exe- 
cuted, as one of the vileſt of impoſtors. In ſhort, © he is 
deſpiſed and rejected of men ; a man of ſorrows, and ac- 


quainted with grief”.” Through the whole of theſe: 


awful tranſactions, we contemplate vim © who is the 
image of the inviſible God, and the firit born of every 


955 


creature ©,” contending with Sin and Death; but in the 


conteſt we ſee him fall, and hear his enemies triumph 


over him. With what contemptuous injury do they 
inſult him, while they indignantly fay, © If thou be the 


Son of God, come down from the croſs? !' Even his 


diſciples themſelves are greatly diſcouraged, and ſome 
of them nearly gave up all for loſt. —Said they, “ The 


chief prieſts have crucified him; but we truſted Hat it 


had been he which ſhould have redeemed Ifract; and 


4 


John vii. 12. m ſohn X. 20. q Ida! 1111. Jo. 
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14 beſide all this, to day is the third day ſince theſe things 
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were done. In this deſponding ſtrain did mew com- 

munications run; and they were © ſad.” 

But ah! my God ! with what tranſcendant beams thy 

| ſuperior wiſdom ſhines, in the death of thy dear Son! 

Here thy mercy and juſtice appear in their moſt over- 
powering forms; and our minds are abſorpt in aſtoniſn- 
ment, while we contemplate this ſtupendous ſacrifice, 
cc wherein thou haſt abounded toward us in all wiſdom 
and prucence, having made known unto us the myſtery 
of thy will, according to the good pleaſure which thou 
haſt purpoſed in thyſelf .” By theſe very means death 
is to be deſtroyed; the powers of darkneſs ſhall be 
ſhaken to the centre; millions ſhall be delivered from 
going down to the pit; and the kingdom of God, our 
Father, ſhall be peopled with the human race. © Verily 
thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf ;” thou art neverthe- 
lefs © the God of Iſrael the Saviour.” | A 

( 3. ) If we advert to the deſigns of God in * com- * 
munication of his grace to individuals, it will ſtill more 9 
firmly eſtabliſn us in the ſentiment of the prophet. In 
the Bible we have frequent accounts of men being 
brought from the way that leadeth to deſtruction, into the 
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| | | path of life; who, according to human eſtimation of a 
3 things, would have been thought the leaſt likely to have 4 
F enjoyed ſo ſignal a favour. Out of a great number of F 


inſtances of this kind I ſelect only one from the Old 
Teſtament, and another from the New. Manaſſch is 1 
the firſt of thefe to which I refer. The dreadful wick- 5 
edneſſes of which this man was guilty, you are not igno- 4 
rant of. His idolatries were of the groſſeſt kind; and 


; 4 | q Luke Xxiv. 205 21. r Eph. 1. 8, 9. 
1 | he 


Yar 


( 21 ) 


ke appears to have had intercourſe with devils. His 


horrid cruelties beſpoke the depth of human depravity ; 


for he murdered his own children, and © ſhed innocent 
blood very much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from one 
end to another. When this unhappy man was grown 
old in fin, and inſenſible to the judgments and mercies 
of the Lord ; would any one have thought ir probable 
that he ſhould at laſt be found a ſubject of divine grace? 
Whatever our thoughts upon ſuch a ſubject might have 
been, hear what we are told by the inſpired penman of 
his hiſtory : © When Manaſſch was in affliction he be- 
ſought the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly 
before the God of his fathers; and prayed unto him; 
and he was intreated of him, and heard his ſupplication. 
Then Manaſſeh knew that the Lord he was God!.“ 
The other inſtance to which J have an eye, is the 
mercy beſtowed upon the penitent thief, who ſuffered 
at the time the dear Redeemer was crucifged. He ſeems 
to have been a man whoſe life had been devored to re- 
bellion againſt all law, human and divine. Juſtice at 
length overtakes this daring offender, and, as a danger- 
ous member of civil ſociety, and that others may be 
warned by his hapleſs fate, he is now going to the place 
of execution, where he 1s to die for the crimes of which 
he has been guilty. Thougb about to launch into an 


awful eternity, he is inſenſible to every thing, and even 


at the croſs on which he 1 is to ſuffer, reviles * the Saviour 


of the World ©, 
Is 


2 Kings xxi. 16, * 2 Chron, xxxiii. 12, 13. 1 Mark. xv. 32. 


* Luke ſpeaks of only one of the thieves who reviled our bleſſed 
Lord ; while Matthew and Mark repreſent them as both guilty of 
the ſame thing. In theſe different relations there is no contradic- 


B 3 tion. 
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me in paradiſe . 
feel the force of the words of the apoſtle ; © Not by 


„ 

Is this man, aſter all, to partake of that * godly 
ſorrow which worketh repentance to ſalvation “?“ Will 
he, under the influence of faith, receive the Saviour of 
ſinners, and obtain eternal life by him? Is he to be an 
inhabitant of the heavenly world, and to be employed 


in the aſcriptions of praiſe which-are preſented before 
the eternal throne for ever and ever? Yes! upon the 
: teſtimony of the Son of God, this ſhall be his happi- 
neſs; for he to whom © the Father hath committed all 


judgment*,” ſays to him,” © To day ſhalt thou be with 
y,” While we think of theſe things we 


works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he ſaveth us?.“ From theſe ſtriking 
inſtances of ſovereign grace we make this: plain re- 
mark ; namely, that Baht i is not more oppoſite to dark - 


neſs, than the doctrines of the Bible are oppolite' to 


every ſyſtem of human merit; and the hiſtorical parts 
of the ſcriptures abundantly confirm all that we are 
taught upon theſe ſubjects in the parts that are doctri- 
nal. The events which we have juſt mentioned, teach 
us that the Lord had gracious deſigns toward theſe 
men; and the circumſtances conſidered collectively, 
lead us to ſay, © Verily thou art a God that hideſt 
thyſelf.” 


— 


tion. The evangeliſts are to be conſidered in the light of ſo many 
witneſſes of integrity, who have not conſulted together about what 
they are to ſay; and ſo each declares what he himſelf ſaw and heard. 


If Luke, therefore, only heard one of the thieves revile, as a man 


of truth he fays ſo, but this will not 1nvalidate the evidence of 
Matthew and Mark, who repreſent them as both guiry of the ſame 
thing. 


* 2 Cor. vii. 10. * John v. 22. 7 Luke xxui. 43. * Titus 3. v. 
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(4.) If we conſider the inſtruments which the Fa- 
ther of mercies is frequently plcaſed to make uſe of, in 
bringing men to the knowledge of himſelf, we ſhall 
perceive the truth of the text to be built upon the 
firmeſt baſis. In the inſtruction of men in the great 
truths of revelation, reaſon perhaps would lead us to 


ſuppoſe, that the moſt learned part of mankind, and 


they whole lives have been the moit irreproachable, 
would be the perſons employed excluſively, in this im- 
portant work ; and that if others attempted it, it could 
not poſſibly be with ſucceſs. yOu: ideas of this fort do 
not comport with the events“. Let us for a moment 
attend to facts. Paul was one of the moſt ſueceſsful 
preachers of Chriſtianity; but in the earlier parts of 
life was a violent perſccutor of the diſciples of Jeſus. 
When blinded by prejudicẽ : and heated by party re ge, 
© he was. breathing out threatening and ſlaughter ?,? 
who could have ſuppoſed that he was appointed to 
ce preach che faith which he was then endeavouring to 
deſtroy” ?” But ſuch was the caſe, for “ the Lord ſaid 
unto Ananias, He is a choſen veſſet unto me, to bear 
my name before the Gentiics, and king 88, and the chil- 


dren oi Iſr acl ©," 1 : 


* The author wiſhes to be undef 50d, that he does not mean to 
rank with thoſe ſons of ignorance who decry human learn og, be- 


cauſe they themſelves do not poſſaſe i it; nor does I wiſn to 1a47gelt 
any thing that would convey an ca to countenance the immorality 


of preachers. All that he means is, that God fre e makes vie 

of unlettered men in bringing ſinners to a fing acquatutance wich 
hriſtianity, and that it ſometimes ka ppens that perfons are brought 

into the miniſtry of the gotpel, and are hls Gable and voiciul init 


whote conduct in earlier life has been of an unhappy deſcription. 
2 Atts ix. i. b Gal. 1. 23. Ae 
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Notwithſtanding his former ſelf. righteous views and 
cruel conduct, Europe as well as Aſia is to be viſited 
by him, for the benevolent purpoſe of proclaiming the 
goſpel of God. Inſpired with zeal for the honour of 
his Great Maſter, he cheerfully encounters every labour, 
braves every danger, and, in the midſt of ſurrounding 
and complicated ſufferings, he triumphs, and ſays, 
ce None of theſe things move me; neither count I my 
life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I may finiſh my courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry_which I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.” 
This is the man © who was before a blaſphemer, and a 
perſecutor, and injurious.” This is he who c thought with 
himſelf that he ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jeſus of Nazareth d;“ but is now full of ardour 


for his honour, and only lives to make known the riches 
of his grace. His abundant labours become exceedingly 
ſucceſsful ; divine light penetrates the minds of the ig- 


norant ; idolatry is confounded; churches are gathered; 


and multitudes preſs into the kingdom of heaven. 


Thou God of providence and grace ! = Thy way is in 


the ſea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy foot - 


ſteps are not known®.” 

Moſt of you know ſomething of the life of good John 
Bunyan, who in the days of his youth was a very im- 
moral character; inſomuch that he was conſidered as a 


very dangerous companion, and a reproach to the town 


of Bedford, where he reſided. Yet this man is to 


preach the goſpel of po Crit, he is to be ſucceſsful 


in this important employ; and is moreover to write 


Acts xxvi. 9. © Pſalm IXxvii. 19. 


books, 
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books, which ſhall at once entertain and inſtruct thou- | 
ſands of good men. 

It does not appear, from what I remember, that the 
late Mr. Whitfield ever went into any great © exceſs of 
riot: but if we conſider him in his juvenile days, ex- 
poſed to the common, and frequently powerful tempta- 
tions of an inn; it did not appear at all likely that he 
would ever become fo great a bleſſiing to the world. 
But in the counſels of God, this youth is to proclaim 
the goſpel in almoſt every corner of his native iſle; and 
ſucceſs well-nigh unparalleled is to be attendant upon 
his labours. America too, is to hang upon his lips; the 
vicious are to tremble while he thunders from Sinai, and 
the penitent lift up their heads with unſpeakable joy and 
gratitude, while he fays, © Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the ſins of the world '.” 

At this day we obſerve, that the goſpel is not much 
indebted to thoſe for its Set ſucceſs, from whom the 
world ſeems to expect the greateſt degree of excellence. 
They who are in the greateſt repute for wiſdom and 
learning, are very rarely the means of © turning men 
from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan unto 
God *,” There is abundant reaſon for believing that 
the unlettered methodiſts have, in this reſpect, been 
more uſeful in Britain, than all the dignified clergy of 
the land; and“ Dr. Prieſtley (whom, I ſuppoſe, no- 
body ſuſpects of Methodiſm) ſeems to think them of 
more importance, in improving the morals of the peo- 


John i. 29. Acts xxvi. 18. 
* Sec his Familiar Letters, &c. 
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ple, chan the whole clerical body collectively x. Do 
not theſe things help to prove what the apoſtle aſſerts? 
« God hach choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 
to confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak 


things of the world, to confound the things which are 


mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things 

which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea, and things 
which are not, to confound things that are: that no 
Heſli ſhould glory in his Pit ſence? » he further we 
purſue the ſubject, the more forcibly does it ſtrike us, 
and more devoutly do we feel ourſelves diſpoſed to ſay, 
& Verily thou art a God that hideſt cthyſclf, O God of 


155 ack the Saviour.“ 
(F.) Laitly I. obſerve, That the Lord ſometimes 


„ hideth himſelf” from lis people, by withholding from 


them thole comfortable evidences of his favour, which 
at other ſeaſons they happily enjoy. Flow frequently 
have the moſt excellent of men taken up ſome ſuch 
lamentation as this: Behold 1 go forward, but he 1s 
net there; and backward, but I cannot perceive him; on 
the left, where he doth work, but I cannot behold him; 
he hideth himſelf on the right hand that I cannot ſee 


him The pfalmiſt was no ſtranger to the painful 


feelings connected with theſe exerciſes. In one of theſe 
days of darkneſs he thus bemoaned himſelf: © Lord, 


* As this ſentence, in the warmth of the moment, eſcaped the 
preacher, it would certainly be difingenuous to ſuppreſs it now; nor 
does he make this remark becauſe of any particular reaſon which 
he ſees to retract the ſentiment, but merely to avail himſelf of an 
opportunity of ſaying, that he meant nothing hoſtile againſt the 
miniſters of the eſtabliſhment ; for he is happy in believing, chat 
many of them are highly re! pectable, not only in a literary, but in a 


| religious view alſo. 


* 1 Cor. i. 27—29. i Job xxili. 8, 9. 
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by thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to Hand 
ſtrong; thou didſt hide thy face and I was troubled <. 
This fort of complaint is only known to men of genuine 
piety ; who at theſe ſeaſons mourn becauſe their re- 


lentings are not more ſenſibly tender, becauſe they feel 


ſo little power to rely on eternal veracity, becauſe of 
their backwardneſs to ſpiritval duties, and the compara- 
tively ſmall degree of delight experienced by them in 
the ordinances of God's houſe. The moſt diſcourag- 
ing reflections preſent themſelves; and from this cloud 
of thick darkneſs, a darkneſs which to them is painfully 
felt, they ſometimes cry: * Will the Lord caſt off for 
ever? and will he be favourable no more? Is his 
mercy clean gone for ever? Doth his promiſe fail? 


Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath he 1n anger 


ſhut up his tender mercies | ?” Theſe affecting ideas 


have their origin not unfrequently, in a want of circum- 


ſpection 1 in the Chriſtian ; but at other times he can- 
not particularly account for them upon this ground, 
Though this may be the caſe, they are no doubt graci- 
oully intended to tęach us to live by faich®, to make us 
more earneſt in our deſires after the uninterrupted 


felicity of heaven, and to render it ſuperlatively delight- 


ful to us, when we arrive at that “better country .“ 
For as the hoſpitable roof of a parent's houſe is deſira- 
bie to a fon, after a long and dangerous journey t 
the native ſoil is ſweet to the returning mariner, after a 
perilous voyage; ſo will heaven at laſt be to the * re- 
deemed of the Lord ;” for there he «© will wipe away 
all tears from their eyes 9.” 


Under theſe ſeveral views, the Lord is © a God that 


k Pfim xxx. . , ! Pſalmlaxvii: 7-9. ®Ifaiah1l. 10. 
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hideth himſelf,” he is nevertheleſs © the God of Iſrael 
the Saviour.” 
| Let us briefly | improve the ſubject and conclude. 

-  (1.) Some of the reflections which we have ſuggeſted, 
ſhould help to bear up our minds under the preſent 
public appearances. Perhaps a more threatening cloud 

has ſeldom hung over this country, than that which 
now ſeems to be gathering over our heads; the ſcene 
is the more aſſecting as ſuch pains are taken to perſuade 
us all is well and proſperous, when in fact there is reaſon 
tor ſerious dread. Do not let us, however, give way 

too much to theſe deſponding thoughts; perhaps the 
Lord at preſent hides himſelf, that on ſome future hap- 
py day, he may ſurpriſe us with his mercy, in a manner 
we at preſent have no conception of; at which auſpici- 
ous period we may adopt the language of the text with 
wonder, gratitude, and devotion. 

(2.) From what has been advanced, let our admira- 
tion of the wiſdom of God be excited. Like every 
other perfection of the Almighty,” His underſtand- 
ing is infinite b.“ It is ſeen in all the works of his 
hands; © The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament ſheweth his handy work. Day unto day 

uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth know- 
ledge 3.” Though this adorable attribute is gloriouſly 
ſeen, it is at the ſame time in a great meaſure hid from 
us. This thought ſhould promote our reſignation to 
his will under every circumſtance of trial, Let us never 
forget, that he 1s too wiſe to be miſtaken, and too good 
to be unkind. The obſcurity of his conduct is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the declarations of his word: hear 
what he ſays; © I will bring the blind by a way they 
? Pſalm cxlvii. 5. * Pſalm xix. 1, 2. | 
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( 29 ) 
know not, I will lead them in paths that they have nor 


known; I will make darkneſs light before them, and 
crooked things ſtraight. Theſe things will I do unto 


them, and not forſake them.“ 


(3.) Theſe reflections ſhould encourage our hopes 
reſpecting thoſe who at preſent are © ignorant and out 


of the way. + Perhaps there are ſome who are allied 


unto you by the tendereſt ties, for whoſe ſouls you 
tremble ; perhaps a brother, a parent, or a child, on 
whoſe account you daily cry to the Father of Mercies, 
ſaying, O that Iſhmael might live before thee* !” But 


you are diſcouraged, and ſometimes fear the worſt. ' 


We ſincerely ſympathiſe with you ; but would in the 


| ſpirit of friendſhip, caution you againſt the danger of 


ſetcing bounds to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
Almighty. Let the language of the text be engraven 
upon your mind, and let your daily meditation upon 
the ſentiment it contains, be an antidote againſt your 
deſponding apprehenſions. Let Iſrael hope in the 
Lord; for with the Lord there is ny: and with him 


is plenteous redemption.” 


(4.) Laſtly, Let ſuch as are under deſertion be en- 


couraged. Your caſe is not ſingular; the ſaints in 


every age have complained as you do now; and ſo 


ſure as they proved the immutability of the word of 
the Lord, ſo ſure ſhall you alſo prove that he is a faith- 


ful and covenant-keeping God. Then adopt the 
language of the pſalmiſt and ſay, © Why art thou caſt 
down, O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within 
me ? hope in God; for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is 
the health of my countenance and my God ".” 
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HY M N. 


God moves in a myſterious way, 
His gracious wonders to perform; 
He plants his footſteps in the ſea, 
And rides upon the angry ſtorm. 


Deep in unfathomable mines, 
Of never- failing boundleſs ſkill, 
He treaſures up his vaſt deſigns, 
And works his own almighty will. 


Ye fearful ſaints, freſh courage take, 
The darkeſt clouds ye ſo much dread, 
Are big with mercy; and ſhall break 
In unknown bleſſings on your head. 


Fudge not-the Lord by feeble ſenſe, 


But truſt him for his matchleſs grace; 


Behind a frowning providence 


He hides £ father's ſmiling face. 


His purpoſes will ripen 9 
Unfolding every hidden hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taſte, 


But ſweet will be the opening flower. 


Blind unbelief is ſure to err, 

And ſcan his various works in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, 

And he will make his counſels plain. 


Bol 


The Sins of Britain; 
5 


S BER M GN, - Go! 


JEREMIAH XII, VER. 4. 


HOW LONG SHALL THE LAND MOURN FOR THE 
WICKEDNESS OF THEM THAT DWELL THEREIN ? 


Tus profeſſed deſign of our aſſembling together to- 


day, is to deplore our national ſins, and to deprecate 
the divine diſpleaſure. Whether we are ſincere in this 
profeſſion or not, no one ought to determine for another, 


but we ſhould individually remember, that He who 


ſearcheth the heart cannot poſſibly be impoſed upon. 
Laft year the religious aſſemblies of this kingdom were 
convened in a ſimilar manner, and under ſimilar pro- 


feſſions. If che inhabitants of this country had been at 


chat time becomingly penitent, ſurely God would have 
heard our prayers; but I know of no particular anſwer 
to our lupplications: : ſo far from it, that accumulated 
diſtreſs calls ſor repeated humiliation. | 

But is the Almighty to be ſoothed with words, or his 
indignation to be turned away by a ſolemn parade? 
No, my brethren, — no, Ihe voice of reaſon, the 
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language of ſcripture, and our paſt experience, prove 
the contrary. We who are within theſe walls, can do 
comparatively little towards promoting national humili- 
ation ; let us, however, be ſeriouſly concerned to exer- 
ciſe our own part, and if we ſhould be found individu- 
ally repentant, bleſſings of the laſt importance will be 
ſecured to ourſelves, even though our fellow citizens 
ſhould remain impenitent. 

It appeared to me an unhappineſs, that the general- 
ity of the diſcourſes delivered on our former day of 
humiliation (fo far as I can collect information), were 
devoted to the execration of thoſe with whom we are 

at war. This led little minds to make compariſons in 
their own favour; and theſe compariſons were im- 
properly foſtered by many great ſwelling words of 
vanity, from ſome who profeſs to teach the doctrines of 
the humble Jeſus. But this is to come up to the tem- 
ple in the ſpirit, and even in the language of the Phari- 
ſee, who ſaid, God I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even 
as this perſon *,” or that nation. The heart of every 
Engliſhman ought this day to ſay, © God be merciful to 1 
ME à inner. The penitent accents which it becomes Fx 
this country to uſe to-day, ſhould be like thoſe uſed by 2 
Ezra, when, as the mouth of the Jewiſh nation, he 0 
bemoaned their ſins before the Lord, and ſaid, © Our "9 


iniquities are iucreaſed over our bead, and our treſpaſs is 
grown up into the heavens*.” 


The words of the text are part of a lamentation 
which Jeremiah uttered, reſpeCting the ſins of the Jews, 
and the mournful effects which followed upon their 


” Luke xviii. 11. * Ezra ix. 6. 
tranſgreſſſan \. 


„ 
tranſgreſſion in the land of Iſrael. In the beginning of 
the chapter he lays it down as a grand axiom, by which 
he is determined to abide, that, God is rigen; at the 
ſame time he is almoſt overpowered while he conſiders 
the myſtery of his providence. Hear how he expreſſes 
himſelf in the firſt and ſecond verſes: * Righteous art 
thou, O Lord, when I plead with thee ; yet let me talk 
with thee of thy judgments; Wherefore doth the way of 
the wicked proſper ? wherefore are all they happy that 
deal verygreacherouſly ? Thou halt planted them, yea, 
they have taken root; they grow, yea, they bring forth 
fruit; thou art near in their mouth and far from their reins.“ 
That is, though they talk of thee, their Maker and their 
Judge, yet by their conduct they dreadſully prove, that 
they have neither fear nor love for thy name. From 
this very affecting thought he takes occaſion of comfort- 
ing himſelf, in being able to appeal to God for his 


own integrity. His words are, © But thou, O Lord, 


knoweſt me, thou haſt ſeen me, and tried my heart to- 


wards thee.” He then prays againſt the people who 


had particularly brought down upon the land, the judg- 


ments of Heaven, under which it at preſent groaned. 


* Pull them out like ſheep for the Naughter, and pre- 
pare them for the day of ſlaughter,” The fourth 
verſe, of which the text is a part, ſeems expreſſive of a 
ſtrong pang of mind, produced by the ſincereſt concern 
for the welfare 'of his country. It was the pious zeal 
of the holy prophet, which led him to ſay, © How 
long ſhall the land mourn, and the herbs of every field 
wither, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein ?” 
He appears to ſpeak metaphorically, and to allude to 
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the verdure of the ground having loſt its beautiful com- 
plexion. The calamity, therefore, which the prophet 
here particularly deplores, is the effect of a long drought, 
which happened at the latter end of Joſiah's reign, and 
the beginning of Jchoiakim's. Under this judgment 
(which is mentioned ſeveral times in this prophecy ,) 
every ſhrub and ſpire of graſs appeared in the character 
of a mourner in the eyes of Jeremiah; in his imagina- 


tion he gave them voices, and thought he heard them 
40 bg and while he liſtened$ he faid, © How long 


ſhall the land mourn?” The pious part of the people 
lamented ſin, as the cauſe of every calamity ; the pro- 
phet himſelf was a ſincere and pathetic mourner ; from 
his heart he ſpake, when he ſaid, «© Oh that my head 
were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I 

might weep day and night for the ſlain of the daughter 
of my people” .” 

Me complain not. of famine, but of the ſtword; and 
while ſo ſevere a judgment is abroad, what heart can be 
inſenſible? or who is ſo ignorant as to render it neceſ- 
{ary that he ſhould be told that theſe things proceed 
from our tranſgreſſions againſt the Lord Almighty ? 
Our hearts tremble, and we are afraid for the iſſue, 
every time we recollect the preſent conteſt of the king- 
doms of Europe; but whatever the calamities may be 
Which we may be called to endure, our {in is the origin 
of all; and under this aſſociation of ideas, we adopt the 
"RY of the prophet, and ſay, © How long ſhall the 
land mourn for the wickedneſs of them that dwell there- 
in?“ Two plain . ſhall form the plan of 


| © Chap: ni. 3. viii. 13. 5 10, 12. and more e fully clap. xiv. 
nap. ix. b. 


Our 


e 
* 
8 
. 
2 A 
"FE. 
Eo 
. 
91 5 


3 


tur preſent diſcourſe ; the firſt is, that V, as 4 nation, 


ve fins which it becomes us Yo lament; And the other is, 
Im With men of real religion, NATIONAL, as well as 
PERSONAL SINS, i be matter of lament ation. 


FirsT, then, we fay, that as a nation we have 13 
which it becomes us to lament. This affecting (run 
is fo ſelf-evident, that J do not deem it io rollin io 
fay any thing by way of proof, as to endeavour to aecy 
your minds with the humiliating circumſtances, in 


which we, in this reſpect, ſtand belies our Maker. To- 


attempt an enumeration of thoſe ſins amongſt us, w hichi 
may properly be called national crimes, were too diffi- 
cult and invidious a taſk; I can only mention two or 
three of the moſt.notorious. | 

(..) And the firſt. with which I am ſtruck, is the 
infidelity which ſo awfully abounds amongſt us. I 
know the cant of the preſent day, has ren cred it faſhion- 
able to declaim againſt French atheiſm; and that there 
are arheiſts in France I am not at all diſpoſed to deny ; 
but I am unwilling: to believe, that the changes which 
have taken place, either in their civil or eccleſiaſt ical 
government, have at all increaſed the number of unbe- 
lievers among them. The circumſtance which has 
principally given exiſtence to the notion of the French 


having become deſtitute of religion, is that of their hay= 


ing pulled down their national eſtabliſhment ; but what 
bas: of Proteſtants are we, who lament the downfall 
of Popery ? What fort of Chriſtians are we, who would 
wiſh to fee Antichriſt remain undiſturbed? And 
whence have we taken up the childiſh idea of tuppoling, 
that a national eſtabliſhment of any kind, is eſſential 
HM: cither 
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either to the exiſtence or well-being of Chriſtianity 9 
Whatever our views upon theſe ſubjects may be, de- 
pend upon it, that atheiſm is not peculiar to France ; 
for we have our full proportion of it in Britain. | 

Indeed, when I conſider how evidently © the hea- 
vens declare the glory of God,“ and how conſpicuouſly 
« the firmament ſheweth his handy work ©;” when [I 
conſider how plainly © the inviſible things of Him may 


be ſeen from the creation of the world*;” my reaſon 
leads me to ſuppoſe there are very few, if any, real 


atheiſts, upon the face of the earth. A few, however, 
have.always been found, who, like the fool mentioned 
by the pſaimiſt, have ſaid in their hearts, There is no 
God®; not becauſe they deliberately believed this to be 
the fact, but becauſe they hoped it might poſſibly prove 
ſo; and it is much the conduct of human nature to 
take that for granted which appears deſirable. And 
here, as in ten thouſand inſtances, we perceive the dif- 
ference : between the righteous and the wicked. If it 
were poſſible for a good man to ſuppoſe that the object 
of his adoration did not exiſt, but in his own imagina- 


tion; ſuch an idea would be fatal to his happineſs. 


With what heart- felt pleaſure! with what ecſtaſy does he 
ſometimes draw near to his Heavenly Father, and ſay, 
| (Thou art my Ali! 

%% My Theme! my Inſpiration! and my Crown! 

„ My Strength in Age! my Riſe in low Eftate ! 

& My Souls Ambition, Pleaſure, Wealth! My, World! 

« My Light in Darkneſs! and my Lite in Death! 

« My Boaſt through Time! Bliſs through Eternity!“ 
Such are the ſentiments of a real Chriſtian ; while the 
enemies of righteouſneſs would ſcarcely think any ſacri- 


- Pſalm x1x . 1. d Rom 1. 20, © Pſaim xiv. 1. 
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„ | 
fice too dear, to promote the proof of his nonentity ; 
but they painfully feęl that their withes cannot. be ac- 
complithed. 

W hile we aſſen rt cls there are few real * we 
are obbged to acknowledge there are many who 
are prafically ſo. What an affecting number are 
there in this country, who © profeſs that they know 
God,“ but in works deny him, being abominavle, 
and diſobedient, and unto every good work repro- 
bate ',” They do not ach nowledge his Providence, 
but attribute to fortune, chance, themſclves, or to any 


thing rather than the Governor of the world, the daily 


favours which they enjoy from his bountiful hand. The 
ungodly in effect ſay Es as plainly as they ever did, 
What is the Alnnghty that we ſhould ſerve him? 
nd what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him?“ 
A. the prophet oblerves, They ſay in their hearts, 
The Lord will not do good, neither will he do 


evil. 5 


Theſe ad atheiſts not only d: iſchüim his provi- 
Fit but they alſo deſpiſe his laws. We have his 
word in our hands, but what dreadful proof is given in 

ery part of this Kingdom, chat! in general we arc nei- 
ther awed by 1ts threatenings, nor altured by its grace! 
How are our ears daily pained with the hornd blaſ- 
phemies by which He is inſulted, who ſitteth in the 
heavens! What acts of unclcanneſs are committed by 


the abominable, who ſay, © Surely the. darkneſs ſhall” 
cover us!” To what an alarmi ng height is falſchood 


and wrong practiſed ! And how fright ully does falſe 
{wearing abound, even in our courts 'of public juſtice ! 


Titus i. 16, 5 Etph. i, 12. » Pſalm cxxxix 11. 
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Fou know this is no exaggerated repreſentation, but 


matter of woeful fact; and ſurely there never was a 
time or country, in reference to which, that lamenta- 
tion of the prophet Jeremiah might be taken up with 


more ſad propriety, than it may be applied to Britain 


c“ The land is full of Adulterers; becauſe of ſwearing the 
land mourneth; both prophet and prieſts are profane; 
yea, in my houſe have I found their wickedneſs, faith 


the Lord.“ Theſe deteſtable wickedneſſes are not 
peculiar to either the rich or the poor, the learned or 


the illiterate. The ſins which we this day deplore, are 
found in palaces; they inhabit cottages ; men who 


| boaſt of erudition, and they who are Jeſtitute of it; 
every age and ſex, is included | in the crimes which we 


call national. 


From this very affecting view of things, we with the 


ſincereſt ſorrow take up the language of Iſaiah and ap- 


ply it to our own country, « Ah! ſinful nation, a peo- 
ple laden with iniquity, a feed of evil docrs, children 
that are corrupters, that have forſaken the Lord ; they 
have provoked the Holy One of Itrael unto anger; 


they are gone away backward. The whole head 1s 
ſick, and the whole heart faint, from the ſole of the 
foot even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, but 
wounds, and bruiſes,*and putrifying ſores k. 

(2.) But I alſo mention pride and luxury as ſpecies 
of wickedneſs, which are arrived to a moſt furpriſing 
height i in this kingdom. And here I paſs by the many 
little ingenious manceuvres which are practiſed _ 
all ranks to convey and maintain ideas of greatn /5. 
go 1 not at preſent ſay any ching reſpecting * 


Jeremiah Xxili. 10,1 11. * Iſaiah 1 1 4—5. 
© \ 


IKE 


oe 


6 


in dreſs, though I am perſuaded if Iſaiah were to riſe 
from the dead, and to obſerve our diſproportion be- 
tween Property and appearance; he would again ſay, 


« The daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 


ſtretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and 
mincing as they go, and making a tinkling wich their feet. 


He would again complain of the bracelers, the bonnets, 


the ear- rings, the rings, the changeable ſuits of apparel, 
the glaſſes and the fine linen, the hoods and the 


137 


valls . * 


The judgment which nations as well as individuals 
form of themſelves, is of a partial kind. If we would 
poſſeſs a juſt, eſtimate of our worth, it will be better 
to attend to the accounts given of us by diſintereſted 
foreigners, who have viſited our country, and who are 


acquainted with the different parts of Europe and the 


world, than to take up the opinions of thoſe whoſe 
predilections in favour of their native ſpot, only lead 
them to ſpeak and write its panegyric. 
Foreigners (I believe of almoſt all nations) unite 
In complaining of our national pride and haughtineſs. 
We boaſt of our wiſdom, as though we expected that all 
men ſhould be governed by our dictatorial authority; we 


ſpeak of our importance, as if the world was to bow down 


before zs ; and of our ſtrength, as though we poſſeſſed 
omnipotence. But who are we? and upon what pre- 
tence are theſe vauntings indujged ? Whatever colour 
we may imagine we have for them, we ought to re- 
member, *I hat though the horſe is prepared againſt 
the day of battle, yet faf ety is of the Fora”. O 
eonforming to-day to the proclamation of the king, and 


| Hai. iii. 16, &C. m Prov. xxi. 31. 
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muttering over a few prayers, whether ell or ill com- 
poſed, will not be ſufficient to prove that we have ex- 
changed our robe of pride for the garment of humility. 
On the contrary, we have the greateſt reaſon to fear, 
* that the real ſpirit of our country amidft all its profeſſed 
| : humiliation, is ſimilar to that of the contemptuous 
| Nebuchadnezzar, when he faid, “ Is not this great 
Babylon that I have built for the houſe of the kingdom, 
by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majeſty” ?” In the ſame proportion as we are liſted up, 
there is reaſon for alarm; for © pride goth before de- 
ſtruction, and a haughty ſvirit before a fall. 
Our religious pride (which is the moſt abſurd and 


= 


EG — . . 
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| deteſtable) is as evident as that which reſp<&s our civil 
| affairs. With what diſdain do the various denomina- 
tions among us, treat each other! The epiſcopaliah 
| ſect look down upon the ſeveral diſtinctions of diflenters 
lf with a kind of ſovereign contempt ; the diflenters fre- 
| quently act upon the law of retaliation, and as cordially 4 
__— deſpiſe the eſtabhſhment. Trinitarians condemn Anti- F 


trinitarians, and Antitrinitarians are in their turn equally 
ſevere. Calviniſts pity the weakneſs of Arminians, and 
Arminians profeſs to mourn over the ignorance of Cal- 
viniſts; and though all ſpeak of their love for truth, 
and offer that as an apology for their conduct, and each 
in their turn cry out, The temple of the Lord, the 


2 - r . " * 5 Py. 2 — — — Aa# "= * 1 ä . — : _ 
7A | 


— — RE 
—. c Sets Cota — ne 2 


S. . 5 
temple of the Lord are we?;” yet, even charity itſelf 
muſt believe, that theſe conteſts do in a great meaſure . | 
originate in pride, proceeding from ideas of the impor- 
tance of our own opinion. | 
"18 Luxury is almoſt always the companion of pride, and i 
1 Pan, iv. 30. Prov. xvi. 18. P Jer, vii. 4. 
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for that reaſon J here place them together. Voluptuouſ- 
neſs is evident amongſt us in well nigh every circle above 


that which may be termed the line of abſolute poverty. 


do not here mean to confine my thoughts to an excels 
of pleaſure indulged in eating and drinking ; whatever 
pampers the fleſh, or indulges the carnality of the heart, 
comes under the notion which I form of luxury. 

We ſee an almoſt endleſs variety of amuſements, 
which, to ſay the leaſt of them, have no tendency to 
improve the morals of the people (but in many in- 


ſtances the direct contrary), ſought after with unparal- 


leled avidity, without the moſt diſtaat regard to the 


F . . . 
expence attendant upon them. Gaming is practiſed 


in a moſt ſcandalous degree; in ſome inſtances to the 
ruin of individuals, in others to the impoveriſhing of 
families, and in all to the great diſhonour of our 
cOuntry. | 

The manſions of thoſe called great, we ſee conſtantly 
riſing with ſtately magnificence to the clouds; with 
pompous ttate they themſelves roll through the ſtreets 


of every City; nor do we envy their ſplendour ; but 


when with this oſtentatiouſneſs we fee the poor neglected 


and deſpiſed, and hear honeſt tradeſmen complain of 


the injuries which they endure by theſe extravagancies, 
we feel indignation againſt the proud oppreffor, and the 
ſincereſt ſorrow for the oppretied. Ot theſe things the 
prophetic voice complains, the language of whicli is; 
They he upon beds of ivory, and ſtretch theniſclves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, 
and the calves out of the midſt of the ſtall ; they chant 
to the found of the viol, and invent to themſelves in- 
ſtruments of muſic; they drink wine in bowls, and 
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anoint themſelves with the chief ointments ; but they 


are not grieved for the affliction of Joſeph 9.” 

(3.) I make another particular of that abounding 
| Ignorance of religious ſubjects, which is ſo prevalent 
with us. We frequently boaſt of our ſuperior light, 
but ſurely as it reſpects our knowledge of © the truth 
as It is in Jeſus, we have little cauſe for triumph. 
This is called a * Cbriſtiam country,” but the notorious 
fact is, that the great body of the people are as ignorant 
of the doctrines of Chriſtianity, as they are of bemhen 
mythology, and in many inſtances they know more of 
the latter than they do of the former. 

What conceptions of the Divine Character, as it is 
revealed in the ſcriptures, have the majority of the in- 
habitants of England? Have we reaſon to believe, that 
they contemplate the holineſs of Him, before whom 
the ſeraphims cover their faces with their wings? 
What ideas have they of the inflexibility of his juſtice, of 


the greatneſs of his mercy, or of the manner in Which 


theſe adorable attributes are exerciſed in uniſon with 
each other? While it is aſſerted by ſome, that Jeſus 
Chriſt was © God manifeſt in the fleſh',” others fay 
he was a mere man, and there are who make him an 
angelic being; but ſuch is the want of information with 
the people at large, that they have no idea of their ow; 
vpon thefe ſubjects.— Sometimes they ſpeak of Chriſt 


coming to fave ſinners; but it is evident they do not per- 


ceive the connexion ſubſiſting between the mediation of 
the Redeemer and the ſalvation of men. And if we were 
to 1nquire of them reſpecting their notion of the Spirit's 
office in the work of redemption ; the probability 15, 


r Eph. iv. 21. ” Hato Vh 3» 
3 im ni. 1. 


2 Amos vi. 4—5. 
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che anſwer, in a thouſand inſtances, would not be very 
unlike that which was once given to the great apoſtle, 


« We have not ſo much as heard whether there be any 


Holy Ghoſt *.” 

After all that the ſcriptures aſſert reſpecting the im- 
poſſibility of ſalvation by works, though the word of 
God fo expreſsly declares © that a man is 797 juſtified 
by the works of the law, but by the faich of Jeſus 
Chriſt” ;” yet, © they, being ignorant of God's righ- 
teouſneſs, go about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, 
and do not ſubmit unto the righteouſneſs of God*.” 
They are equally unacquainted with the nature of that 


Kingdom which the Son of God came to let up: they 
know not whether it is eſtabliſhed upon a /prritual or 
political baſis ; nor are they certain whether the authori- 


ty of © the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion”, '' 
or that of his Lordſhip in lawn, is the greateſt in the 
church of God ; and inſtead of conſidering the obedi- 
ence which Chriftians are required to giye to the pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, as a proof of their love to the Sa- 
viour, they conceive of it as the meritorious condition 
of eternal life. But what faith the Lord reſpecting 
cheſe things? His words are, © My people are de- 
ſtroyed for lack of knowledge ; but becauſe thou haft 


- rejected knowledge I will alſo reject thee 7 


But here a queſtion of ſome importance ariſes. Is 
12norance a fin? This queſtion ought, doubtleſs, to be 
anſwered according to the different circumſtances of the 
perſons to whom it refers. Some men have not the 
means of information; and for their want of know- 
iedge allowances are to be made; and no doubt the 


u Acts xix. 2. »Gal. ii. 16. „Rom. x. 3. 
„„ Ute to | +® No. iv. 0, 
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| „ 
Judge of all the earth will do right. But what apology 
is to be urged in favour of Britons, who have the Bible 
in their hands? This bleſſed book is © as a light ſhin- 
ing in a dark pl:ce*;” and if any are unable to read it, 
ſurely there are none fo deſtitute of friends but the 
could procure the reading of it; or if they found a dif- 
ficulty in this, it is publicly read in our religious aiſem- 
blies; it is even familiarly expounded, and many of the 
miniſters of the golpel are fired with zeal for your wel- 
fare, and eſteem thofe the happiett labours of their lives 
which are calculated to convey the knowledge of Chriſti- 
anity. But, alas lit may with mournſul propriety be 
faid of the generality, I hey know not, neither ci 
they underſtand.“ 
The word of God is the choiceft bleſſing which the 
ſun ever beheld. It is not the glitter of a court, the 
Extent of commerce, or the mags of gold and filver, 
that gives real worth to a nation ; the ſcriptures are of 
infinitely more value than all theſe ; not to ſtudy them, 
therefore, is to inſult their great Author; it is to do our 
ſouls an eſſential injury; and the i 12norance which is th 


conſequence of {uch inattention, bende our fin, height- 


ened with numberleſs aggravations of guilt. Ye ne- 
glecters of the Bible, hear the word of the Lord: «As 
the fire devoureth the ſtubble, and the flame conſumeth 
the chaff, ſo your root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and your 


bloſſom ſhall go up as duſt ; becauſe ye have caſt away 


the law of the Lord of hoſts, and pn) the word of 
the Holy One of Itftael*.” 

(4.) I take notice in the next place of that fad in- 
difference to ſerious godlineſs which is ſo apparent in 
England. Some have a knowledge of religious ſub- 


„„ d Iſaiah v. 24. 


<7 zi 


the right way, 


; TTL 


jets, which is merely theoretical; it produces no 


proper effect either upon their temper or conduct. If 
theſe take part in any of the exiſting controverſies which 
are agitated by thoſe who wilh to find the good and 
it is not a love of truth which ſtimu- 
lates them, but they purſue theſe things only as matters 
of entertainment. 

If they preſent themſelves in the aſſemblies of the 
ſaints, the coldeſt formality is evident; for even their 
geſture and inattention frequently diſcover how little 


they are apprized of the meaning of our Saviour's 
words, wherein he ſays, God 1s a ſpirit, and they that 


worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth e.“ 
If there is the appearance of devotion, there is no more 


of the reality of it than there would be in a carved 


atue, the hands and eyes of which might be directed 
towards heaven; and the ſervices of the image and 


theſe formaliſts Would be equally cee e unto the 


Lord. 


The awful manner in Which the Chriſtian ſabbath 
is profancd, affords a melancholy proof of the indif- 
ference to ſerious religion which prevails in this coun- 
try. The Lord's day is occupied in the common tranſ- 
actions of life, ſuch as buying and ſelling, inſtead of 
being (pen: in devotional exerciſes; and there are few 
towns within ray knowledge that are ſo diſhonoured in 
this reſpect as our own *. Where are thoſe altars which 


© John 1v. 24. 
This ſentence has been conſtrued, an unhand/ome reflection upon 


the town of . But furety tic occaſion of jit muſt be more 


6c anhand me than the reproof itſelf, for {in is a reproach to any 
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dur forefathers erected in their families, and upon which 


they uſed to offer {piritual ſacrifices daily unto the God of 
Iſrael? They ate broken down ! and there is ſcarcely a 
veſtige of them remaining, except in the diſtant recol- 
lection of their deſcendants; The duties of the e/e/zt are 
ſcarcely even thought of, and though cuſtom hitherto 
has brought many into our congregations, yet a large pro- 
portion of them de in effect ſay, © Behold what a weari- 
neſs it is d! When will the ſabbath be gone that we may 
ſell corn and ſet wheat ©?” This indifference to every 
thing ſerious is not a charge to be exhibited againſt a 


few individuals merely ; ; WE ds not complain of one of a 
family and two of a city only; but aſſert that this is the 


character and conduct of the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants of this iſland. Does not this appear from the com- 


parative ſmallneſs of congregations? I believe there is 


reaſon for ſuppoſing that not more than one fifth of the 
people of Britain attend regularly upon public worſhip 
in any way; for even in ſuch a town as this, where we 
have ſeveral religious denominations, I apprehend not 


more than one fourth of the inhabitants are regular at- 


tendants in any of our aſſemblies. 

If in converfation one would attempt to introduce any 
queſtion, the diſcuſſion of which might improve our re- 
ligious knowledge, either a ſudden ſilence is the conſe- 
quence, or that indifference is diſcovered which conveys 
an idea that the company do not confider themſelves in- 


tereſted in ſubjects of this kind; or perhaps ſome diſap- 


probation 1s expreſied; either by words or ſigns, which 

ſerves as 2 kind of refuge for the moment, behind which 
they may conceal their i ignorance. 

Some even ſeem to be aſhamed of it being ſuppoſed 

4 Mal. 1. 13. | Amos viii. 5. : 

5 that 
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that they have any ſerious concern about thgir everla/ing 


peace ; but ſuch may take comfort at leaſt upon chis ſub- 


ject, for there are few of them in danger of ban ſuſ— 


pected of any thing of the kind. 

The preachers of England may take up the language 
of the prophet, and ſay, « To whom ſhall we ſpeak 
and give warning, that they may hear ? behold their ear 
is uncircumciſed, and they cannot hearken; behold the 
word of the Lord is to them a N ; they have no 
delight in it .“ 

(5.) The final charges which I at preſent bring 
Againſt my native country, are the crimes of injuſtice 
and cruelty. And here I paſs by the numberlels in- 
ſtances of private wrong by which our iſle is diſgraced, 


I ſay nothing of the various thefts, extortions, and 


frauds, which are ſo juſtly complained of every day; 


nor do I waſte your time upon thoſe midnight aſſaſſins, 
by whoſe vile calumnies the characters of the innocent 


are murdered in the dark ; but in glancing at theſe 


abominations would recite a ſhort ſencones of inſpira- 


tion, which is this, © Neither thieves, nor covetous, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom 
of God?,” I ſay nothing of private blood-ſhed, by 


which our land in many mournful inſtances is ſtained ; 


nor do I, upon the preſent occaſion, fo much as men- 


tion the late painful circumſtances which have in fo 
general a manner arreſted the public attention ; but I 
am thinking of that infernal traffic, the SLAVE TRADE 3 
and while I mention it, I feel an unutterable combina- 


tion of all the paſſions known to the human heart, pain- 
tully overwhelming my: mind, This diabolical com- 


ler. vi. 106. 2 1 Cor, vi. 10. 
e merce 


5 61480 
merce (for a ſofter epithet it does not deſerve), only 
needs to be mentioned to juſtify the heavy charges 
which we bring of injuſtice and cruelty. If it is unjuſt 
to ſteal an ox or an als, how much more fo muſt it be 
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1 to ſteal a man, who is thereby deprived of liberty, and ; 
L : whatever in life is dear to him? The people of Britain 
1 have no more moral right to the unhappy Africans, 4 
I! than the Africans have to them; and the word of the 1 
Mi Lord, in reference to this ſevenfold wickedneſs, is this, I 
: l e He that ſtealeth a man and felleth him, or if he be Y 
= found in his hand, he ſhall ſurely be put to death“; 1 
al and again, If a man be found ſtealing any of his ES. 
F 4 brethren, and maketh merchandiſe of him, or ſelleth 0 
1 him; then that thief ſball die, and thou ſhalt put away I 
44 | the evil from among you.“ This execrable buſineſs is W 
14 as cruel as it is wut, All injuſtice partakes of the N 
a nature of cruelty, and the cruelty is always proportioned 
; to the injuſtice ; and as the ſlave trade has more injuſ- a 
| £ If tice in it than any thing elſe practiſed by the human race, ; 
C6 li ſo it follows that the cruelty attached to it, ſurpaſſes what- 
1 ever beſide is known upon the face of the earth. 
hi You have all heard or read of the manner in which 
N European ſhips viſit the African ſhores ; when the ſailors 
ſl [ go out like ſo many wolves in herds, and kidnap the A 


poor natives of the country. When they cannot ſuc- 1 


ceed in this, a thouſand artifices are practiſed to foment 5 

little wars among the neighbouring villages, that when 4 
the combatants come out againſt each other, they may 4 
be taken by the villains who firſt diſturbed their peace. 


And it theſe ſtratagems fail, their cottages are then ſet _ 
on fire, and as they run to eſcape the devouring flames, % 

= Exod. xxi. 16. Deut. xxiv.f. | | 
, huſbands ; 


( 49 ) 


huſbands are torn from wives and children, chil- 


dren are for ever ſeparated from parents, and brethren 


and ſiſters take an everlaſting farewell. When they are 
forced on board, chey are chained together in the hold of 
the ſhip in ſo ſhocking a manner, that if we were to at- 
tempt a deſcription of it, decency would hide her face, 
and humanity would ttand aghaſt with unſpeakable hor- 
ror. You cannot wonder that many of theſe haplets 
men prefer death to life, many ſeek a place of refuge 
in the great deep, others die with grief, and thouſands 
by infectious dileafes, ſo that the mortality in what is 


termed the middle paſſage, 1s almoſt incredible. 


As many of them as live to arrive at the Weſt Indies 


are fold preciſely in the manner that cattie are aiſ- | 


poſed of in a market; from which time they are con- 
fidered as the property of the planters who purchaſe 
them. A new ſcene of ſorrow now preſents itſelf which 
1s to them © A bitter change, ſeverer for ſevere.” 

« The day ſcarcely dawns when the whip reſounds 
through thoſe regions of horror ; nor ceales till dark- 
neſs cloſes the ſcene which day after day is renewed. 
The miſerable victims, deftitute of every ſource of 
comfort to body or mind, and finking under the three 
endemic diſeaſes of our iſlands, hunger, torture, and 
extreme labour; and urged to exertions they are un- 
able to ſuſtain, at length expire beneath the laſh, 
*© which in vain endcavours to rouſe them to a renewal 
«of their labour.“ But you aſk, Who are they that 
are guilty of theſe unparalleled wickednefles ? of theſe 


foul and unnatural murders? Who? They are Eng- 


liſnhmen! Men who are called;Chriſtians, and compli 
of French cruelty ! Men who are faid to be the fol- 
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lowers of Him, “ who 1s holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and 


ſeparate from ſinners , and © who went about doing 


good. ? Shame on it! Shame on it! O!] tell it not 


in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, leſt the 
daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, leſt the daughters 
of the uncircumciſed triumph w. 


I conſider this deteſtable buſineſs as our capital na- 


tional crime; in deploring the fins of Britain, therefore, 


I feel myſelf impeiled to bring it forward, for my mind 
has repeatedly reproached me for not bearing a teſti- 
mony againſt this © aii ion of defolation” on our 
former day of profeſſed humihation ; but I hope I ſhall 
never be ſo awfully abandoned to inſenſibility, as not 
to feel an honeſt indignation, and an emotion of ſym- 
pathy whenever I may hear mention made of that juſtly 
abhorred traffic in human fleſh and blood. Will it not 
fix an indelible ſtain upon us, that they whom we call 
Barbarians are breaking theſe bonds, while we retain 
the uſe of them? To the honour, however, of our 
Houſe of Commons be it ſaid, that ſteps by them have 
been taken, and are taking, which afford a diſtant pro- 
ſpect of the emancipation of theſe unhappy men, into 
whoſe ſoul the iron has entered deep and long. But to 


the laſt day wherein we are concerned in this hateful 


commerce, the charge from Heaven againſt this land 
will be, © IHE VOICE OF THY BROTHER'S BLOOD CRI- 
ETH UNTO ME FROM THE GROUND®,” 


But it is high time that we attend to our 
SECOND ge era] Propgſition, which is, That <vith men 
of real religion, NATIONAL, as well as PERSONAL, SINS 
* Heb. vii. 26. ! Acts x, 38. m 2 Sam. i. 20, ® Gen. iv. 10. 
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will be matter of lamentation. This idea appears con- 
genial with the language of the text, and is ſuggeſted by 
that penitential emotion which we are perſuaded the 


prophet felt, when he ſaid, How long ſhall the land 


moutn for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. 
But as we haye been too prolix | in the former part, we 
ſhall be very brief in what remains. 

There are few perſons ſo enveloped in ignorance, as 
not to know that they ought to repent of their ow? ſins; 
but their number is ſma all indeed who enter ſo far into 
the ſpirit of religion as to be apprized of the duty of 
grieving for the fins of others. But if we are attentive 
we ſhail perceive, that men of exalted picty have en- 
tered very far into theſe views, and in proportion as the 
divine principle is active with ourſelves, in the lame de- 
orce ſhall we be influenced by this ſentiment. Stimu- 
lated by zeal for the honour of his God, and moved 
with the ſincereſt compaſſion for the ſouls of men, the 


pſalmiſt ſaid, © Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, 


becauſe they keep not thy law ©.” And the ſame kind of 
pious pang did the venerable prophet feel when he ex- 
claimed, „If ye will not hear, my ſoul ſhall weep in 
ſecret places for your pride v.:“ Now, as genuine piety 
is the ſame in its nature in every age, its effects will 
always bear a correſponding 1 it follows, there- 


fore, that if we are real Chriſtians, we ſhall not only be 


{ſeriouſly affected with our own Fo but ſhall alſo be 
ſincerely ſorry for the crimes of others. If this point 
needed further proof we might eſtabliſh it 

(J.) From the nature of genuine Chriſtianity. — 
The religion which the Son of God came fidm heaven 


e Plalm cxix, 136. Jer. xili. 17. 
D 2 | "to; 


„ 


to teach men, is not a cold inanimate ſyſtem, but a 
vital and an influential principle, inſomuch, that St. Paul 
declares, If any man be in Chriſt he is a new crea- 
ture .“ The genius of Chriſtianity is as ſtrikingly 
ſeen in the ſympathetic ſpirit which it infuſes, as in any 
thing we can mention. A man, living under the influ- 
ence of this heavenly principle, cannot be inſenſible to 
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another's woe ; according to his ability he will feed the 2 
hungry, he will clothe the naked, he will relieve the diſ- Y 
treſſed, he will pour the © milk of human kindneſs” into 0 
the throbbing breaſt, and bene volently adminiſter wine : 
and oil to the wounds which misfortune has made. Nor | 
1 will this be done with any unbecoming air of impor- ly 
11 tance; his manner will tell you that he eſteems © it more 7 
Ill | bleſſed to give than to receive“; for his words, though f | 
1 few, are ſweet as manna falling from the ſkies. >. 
118 Reaſon ſays, that if it is in the nature of Chriſtianity 


to inſpire men with ſo tender a concern for the tempo- 
ral happineſs of mankind; that this ſympathetic ſpirit 
- Will be more ardently exerciſed when it is directed to- 
wards the ſoul, the value of which is infinite and un- 
known. If ſin prevails, therefore, in any unuſual de- 
gree, the man of piety looks round upon the perpetra- 
tors of it, fays, Mas! my Brethren! and trembles while 
he contemplates the conſequences of their tranſgreſſion. a 
Like „Lot, he is vexed with the converſation of the 
wicked; for that righteous man dwelling among them, 
in ſeeing and hearing, vexed his righteous ſoul from day 
to day with their unlawful deeds ©.” 
This benevolent diſpoſition makes him earneſtly de- 
firous to ſee the bleſſings of the goſpel widely and pow- 
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erfully diffuſed abroad; he fervently prays, as his Di. 
vine Maſter has taught him, ſaying, © Thy kingdom come; 
according to his ability, as it reſpects his mental powers, 
the time which he can gain from his ſecular affairs, or 
the property which he poſſeſſes, he exerts himſelf in 
this glorious cauſe ; in proportion as it is accomphlihed, 
his happineſs 1s improved, and in the ſame degree as it is 
prevented his ſorrow is excited. 

Does infidelity, then, infect the air wich its malig- 
nant breath? Does pride or luxury ſpread its conta- 
gion? Does ignorance darken the hemiſphere, or indif- 
ference to eternal objects ſtagnate the world? Does In- 


juſtice ſtalk around, or Cruelty maculate the earth with 


crimſon gore? His mind is then painfully oppreſſed, 
and with fear and trembling he exclaims, © How long 


ſhall the land mourn, . the wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein? 


(2.) That pious men lament national, as well as their 
perſonal, crimes, is a truth which might be very amply 
illuſtrated by what is recorded in the ſcriptures re- 
ſpecting the excellent of the earth; whom it is evident 
were men that were nobly governed by a public Spirit. 
When Moſes ſaw the people inattentive to their belt in- 
tereſts, how pungently his foul felt! With what zeal he 
ſpake, when he ſaid, © O that they were wiſe, that they 
underſtood this, that they would conſider their latter 
end!” What words are equal to the ſentiments of the 
man, who when expoſtulating with interceſſions before 
his Maker, made uſe of language like this? © Forgive 
their ſin; and, if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy 
book which thou haſt written.” David gave abun- 
dant proof that he partook of that nobleneſs of mind, 


u Deut. xxxii. 29. w Exod. xxxii. 32» 
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which had animated the lawgiver of Iſrael ſo many ages 
before; for when the angel of the Lord ſtretched out 
his hand over Jeruſale n to deſtroy it, becauſe the fon 
of Jeſſe had ſinned in numbering the people, David 
ſpake unto the Lord when he ſaw the angel chat ſmote 
the people, and ſaid, Lo I have ſinned, and 1 have 
done wickedly ; but theſe ſheep what have they done ? 
Let thine hand, I pray thee, be againſt me, and againſt 
my father's houſe *.“ 

If a man poſſeſſes true patr iotiſm, it will conſiſtently 


influence every part of his conduct. He will not be like 
thoſe who profeſs to care for our ſouls, but who would 


curtail our temporal enjoyments, that they themiclves 
might indulge in every exceſs; no—his generoſity will 


extend to the whole of our exiſtence. In good Nehe- 


miah we have ſuch a character as that to which we refer. 
Like a holy man, he exerted himſelf for the {ſpiritual 
advantage of the jews, but lie had alſo a kind regard for 
their temporal happineſs. When he ſuſtained an im- 
portaqt office of public truſt, like a wiſe and good man, 
he conſidered that the office itſelf was not inflituted for 
the emolument of the perſon who might happen to fill it, 


but for the public weal ; therefore, though“ the former 


governors that were beſore him, were chargeable to the 
people, and had taken of them bread, and wine, and ſil- 


ver, and their ſervants had borne rule over the pe ple! ; 


yet ſo did no he, becauſe of the fear of the Lord”. 

But I muſt diſmiſs you.—T therefore, in confirmation 
of our prop ſition, only juſt remind you of the conduct 
of Jeſus Chriſt in reference to the people of Jeruſalem. 
You know their wickedneſſes were great and many; ſome 


of their fins were of a very dreadful nature, ſuch as their 


* 2 Sam. XXIV. 17. 
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on 
killing the prophets, and ſtoning them that were ſent 
unto them; and their crimes were all aggravated by 
their perverſion of the word of the Lord, and their aw- 


ful abuſe of the moſt diſtinguiſhing privileges. The 


Son of God was not inſenſible to the ruin which they 


were bringing upon themſelves, for, © when he came 


near to the city, he beheld it, and wept over it, ſaying, 
ce Tf thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 


day, the things which belong unto thy peace] but now 


2, 


they are hid from thine eyes.“ If we partake of the 
ſpirit of the Friend of Sinners, we ſhall alſo feel emo- 
tions of ſorrow, when we conſider the crimes of our 
country, and ſhall with the ſincereſt concern ſay, © How 
long ſhall the land mourn for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwell therein? | 
Upon the whole, we ſee that there is great cauſe for 
humiliation with all deſcriptions of men amongſt us; and 


even the fainteſt appearance of repentance a good man 


will contemplate with pleaſure : but we are in danger 


of miſtaking the ſhadow for the ſubſtance ; however, if 


our penitence is fincere, it wil! be followed with an 
amendment of manners. | 
Inſtead of grieving each other with political animoſi- 
ties, let us impartially enquire after civil and religious 
truth; let us be heartily forry for our national ſins, for- 
ſake our perſonal tranſgreſſions, and © who can tell if 
God will turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh 
not.“ To him be glory and honour, for ever and ever. 


Amen? 


Z Luke Kix. 41, 42. 
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That could we all its horrors know, 


Britain, the land thine arm hath ſav'd, 


Prove all the vengeance of thy hand; 


„ 
HI M N. 
O ricnTEous God, thou Judge ſupreme, 
We tremble at thy dreadful name; 


And all our crying guilt we own 
In duſt and tears before thy throne. 


So manifold our crimes have been, 
Such crimſon tincture dyes our fin, 


Our ſtreaming eyes with blood might flow. 


That arm moſt impiouſly hath brav'd; 
Britain, the iſle its God hath lov'd, 
A rebel to that love hath prov'd. 


Eſtrang'd from reverential awe, 

We trample on thy ſacred law; 

And, though ſuch wonders grace hath done, 
Anew we crucify thy Son. 


Juſtly might this polluted land 


And, bath'd in heaven *, thy ſword might n 
To drink our blood and ſeal our doom. 


Yet, haſt thou not a remnant here, 
Whoſe ſouls are fill'd with pious fear? 
O bring thy wonted mercy nigh, 
While proſtrate at thy feet they lie. 


But if the ſentence be decreed, 


And our dear native land muſt bleed, 


By thy ſure mark may we be known, 
And ſave in life or death th Sun. 


2 Ifa, wx? 5. JA 


5 2 ix. 4. 


THE END, 


